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THE FUTURE OF INTELLIGENCE 

By MARK M. LOWENTHAL (Polity, 2018) 

Mark Lowenthal is a widely respected figure in the murky world of intelligence production. 

In this latest book, he does not attempt to predict the “future” of intelligence, but rather tries 

to summarize the current state of intelligence and identify those factors that will impact on its 

future. For the most part, he succeeds in this effort. 

 

"The Future of Intelligence brings together a timely and pressing question with an 

extraordinarily well qualified author. Mark Lowenthal combines personal experience and 

careful thought to give an account that will be of great value to both experts and interested 

members of the general public."  

Robert Jervis, Columbia University and author of Why Intelligence Fails: Lessons from 

the Iranian Revolution and the Iraq War  

 

"Even as a former director of CIA, I rely on Mark Lowenthal's work as the textbook in my 

intelligence class. So little wonder than I eagerly anticipated Mark's take on whither the 

American intelligence community. I wasn't disappointed. With appropriate humility, The 

Future of Intelligence deftly outlines the likely course of our still critical intelligence 

enterprise."  

Gen. Michael V. Hayden, USAF (ret.), former Director of NSA and of CIA 

 

Intelligence is, by definition, a shadowy business. Yet many aspects of this secret world are 

now analyzed and discussed more openly, a trend that has inevitably prompted lively debate 

about intelligence gathering and analysis: what should be allowed? What boundaries, if any, 



should be drawn? And what changes and challenges lie ahead for intelligence activities and 

agencies?  

In this compelling book, Mark Lowenthal explores the future of intelligence. There are, he 

argues, three broad areas that indicate the potential for rather dramatic change in the world of 

intelligence: information technology and intelligence collection; analysis; and governance. 

Whether these important vectors for change will improve how intelligence works, however, 

or make it more difficult, remains to be seen. The only certainty is that intelligence will 

remain an essential feature of statecraft in our increasingly dangerous world. 

Drawing on the author’s forty years’ experience in US intelligence, The Future of 

Intelligence offers a broad and authoritative starting point for the ongoing debate about what 

intelligence could be and how it may function in the years ahead. 

Mark M. Lowenthal, PhD, an internationally recognized expert on intelligence, is 

President and CEO of the Intelligence and Security Academy, LLC. 


