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In God We Trust. 
The Security Proposal 
and the Perpetual Prison 
of Terror
Kritdikorn Wongswangpanichi

 

Abstract
Since the rise of liberal democracy, the raison d’être of the state resolves around 
the existence of the promised security or the notion that the main function of the 
state is to keep its citizen safe and nurture their fundamental welfare. In short, 
the state tends to prolong the average longevity of its citizen as much as possible. 
Therefore, the use of surveillance ‘on the people,’ which has been claimed to be ‘ for 
the people,’ has arisen ever since. After a series of major terrorist incidents in the 
great power states like 9/11, the 2015 Paris Attack, or the rise of Al Qaeda and ISIS, 
in particular, the surveillance proposal in the name of security has been tightening 
up even further. The United States’ National Security Strategy 2017 (NSS2017) 
could be counted as one of the exemplars of the surveillance ‘on the people for the 
people’ proposal that dictates the citizen to choose either their life or liberty. But 
the perpetual fear of death as a modern man and the virtue of the cowardice will 
inherently not allow the citizens to choose liberty over life. In turn, the room for 
the state to strengthen its military power in the name of protection will be nearly 
limitless.  
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The occurrence of 9/11 caused by Al Qaeda, the inhumane deaths perpetrated 
by ISIS, the rise of the lone-wolf terrorists in various nations, the repetition of 
mass-shooting incidents that do not seem to cease - the collection of all these 
tragic events have shaken the minds of millions. Some seem to view them as a 
sociological calamity of human race. Some even think of them as the cause of 
fear that could render their peaceful way of lives to dust. Some other wish to 
bury these memories so deep that they do not have to shed tears on the remnants 
of terror again. Some call for arms and vengeance on their wrath to smother 
the violent agitators with hammer of justice to death. Emotionally, it may be 
impossible to claim the validity on these feelings, however, it can be done 
academically – and that is what this work aims for. 
With the rise of catastrophic events around the planet - be it terrorism, war, 
or crime-, they frighten people. Many believe that these kinds of feelings are 
natural, regardless of them being right or wrong. This work intends to explain 
that it is not natural, that it has rather been constructed and implanted on us. 
Many also believe that the external threats which frighten their souls are the 
cause of terror. This work also aims to deny such claim.
Nevertheless, such perception on external threats is not just a mere misunderstanding, 
but it becomes the ground for the legitimate emergence of an even more severe 
violence in the name of the sole solution to tackle with the threat. This whole 
misperceived reaction, on the contrary, leads in the expansion of the threat, which 
was firstly aimed to be annihilated instead. Hence, this article also covers the 
reason why this way of solution that believes violence is the only means to stop 
terrorism or other form of threats fails to achieve its reason of existence. The 
feeling that seems to be natural to man, the vigilante’s logic of the Western world 
that seems to be the calling of justice and liberation: they are frauds, academically, 
yet not something to laugh at since these inaccurate understandings of threats, 
particularly terrorism, keep permitting the State to steal us away our liberties in 
the name of security, and rob piles and piles of perished lives.

The Present
For a little over a decade, particularly after 9/11 and the War on Terror, terrorism 
has become a global phenomenon. The number of incidents have arisen and 
widespread. The casualties have increased. People tremble in fear and project their 
hatred toward the terrorists and the whole notion of terrorism more than ever. The 
emergence of terrorism, from Al Qaeda to ISIS, has become the new Hannibal of 
the new Rome, and the solution to the problem derives from the same basis which 
means fruitless negotiations and the aim for the destruction of the other. Yet, with 
the difference in the weaponry advancement, the modern war machine has shed 
more blood than Scipio Africanus-Major could have ever done.
The aforementioned statement reflects the perception and the ongoing approach 
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