Refugees Rivals and Samos Island in Greece

A .

[ ) o
. ¢
@ L 2
¢ &,
@
Samos .
- o®
o .
Greece : ‘ ®
I Aé‘@ B ‘.",-L Turkey Legend
‘: "‘ -~ --El A Stranding A Seitani
eay "‘-’?.*'— Sightings B Mykali bay
1 & Pup C Mycale Strait

@ Adult/subadult (N) D Monk seal cave

Marios Tzafaris

(Marios Tzafaris has graduated from Politics & International Relations

Department of Peloponnese University, with focus on International Relations
and Strategic affairs. He has also pursued a MA in Global Challenges & Analytic
systems, in the same Department focusing on intelligence -deception & risk
analysis procedures. He held a security vacancy in the refugees' camp of Samos

island)

Copyright: @ 2025 Research Institute for European and American Studies
(www.rieas.gr) Publication date: 24 March 2025

Note: The article reflects the opinion of the author and not necessarily the views
of the Research Institute for European and American Studies.

Abstract

The refugees’ flow, is indisputably a crucial matter of social-politics environment,
reflecting vast consequences upon the global system, and among others, the European
states and the EU as a whole considering that by the end of 2024 more than 120
million of people were displaced from their homes.'In this article, the researcher aims

to approach and describe the aspects of this international phenomenon.



Introduction

From 2015, the map of international security recognizes the dynamic factor of the
refugees rivals with many consequences towards the international system. The most
important cause is that the new rival undermines the host state’s security system.
Samuel Huntington predicted this issue in his article (1993)?, a matter which led him
to publish his book (The clash of Civilizations and the remaking of World order,1997)
3. According to Huntington, the next great war will be based on peoples differences
upon nations, religions, ethics and principles. So, when people from Middle East
reach Europe in an attempt to protect themselves from war, multi-nationality and the

challenges it brings, may verify Huntington's theory.

But except civilizations issues, there are also many political factors which could
easily lead to the instability of European states. They belong to NATO?, representing
the military force of the West alliance, which is against to any radical approaching of
Islam and any terrorists actions®. Furthermore, they have acculturated the global
human rights to their national and supranational law system, protecting women’s

rights and in general following a totally different way of life than the refugees.®

This article concentrates on Samos and describes the potential threats to it because of
the refugees’ flow. Samos is a Greek island of the frontier regions very close to
Turkey and in the last few years, the island accepts many refugees on a daily basis.”
The hospitality is being provided to (4000-4.500) people in a special closed Access

Center, which was funded by the European Union.?

Population

Samos’ population consists of 32.000 of local people and at the same time the
refugees of the camp reach 5.000. people. The most remarkable issue is that the vast
majority of the camp's guests are young males, below the age of 40.° This is a
challenge for the locals, because after the asylum procedures come to an end, all of
these men will have right to remain in the island with the intention of establishing
their future. Considering the low birth rates of the whole Greece, especially of Samos
and on the other hand the high birth rates of the Middle East people, it is possible to
face a population replacement.! On the other hand, Turkey, our traditional enemy,

could use this new growing population to serve their national plans against our



country. History has shown that Turkey is capable of such actions. For example,
Turkey may invade Samos, allegedly to protect its Muslim brothers against the
Christian Greeks, as it happened to Cyprus 50 years age.!! The Turks intelligence
service may also make a claim that these Muslims are of Turkish origins to justify the
invasion, but in any case there’s a potential danger of interference is in front of us.
They don’t even need to invade the island to interfere with the local political system,
instead they could encourage the young Muslims of the island to commit violent
actions, trying to dethrone the local authorities (with further goal to apply Sharia

justice system as it happened in Syria 2 months ago.'?
Intelligence

Considering that the vast majority of the refugees are coming from Minor Asia coast,
it is convenient for any potential spy from any agency to pass unnoticed through the
Greek borders.'> As we mentioned before one of the main rivals of Greece is Turkey
(their intentions towards the region of East Aegean are clear) and the Greek islands of
East Aegean are part of their national land which was lost one century ago, in the First
Wold War. Especially Samos Island, as it was an independent hegemony regime, with
trade ties with the Ottoman Empire and also payed an annual submission tax (400,000
piaster).'* Due to closeness with the island Turkish intelligence agency may try to
establish their own agents in Samos. Their spies could collect confidential
information about the whole island’s operations, locate every barrack of the island,
attempt to control the supply chain procedures, discover the privacy military
equipment for the island’s defense, picture the security national agencies (police,
coastguard ect), localize the Ilocal’s authorities bases (assembly, major,
bishop).Taking into consideration all of this scenario, staff planning of MIT or any
other agency, might organize their risk analysis regarding a potential invasion to the
island as any type of asymmetric threat against Samos. Focusing on the main purpose
of the intelligence services, it is clear that the situation offers a high level chance for

any actor of the global system (especially Turkey).'3



Crime

Another basic field of the national security that is being undermined is the criminal
activities that take place in the whole process of the refugees flows. According to
these people, they are victims of mafia organizations, who are paid by them, a high
amount of money per person, in order to help them transferred, by airplane, from their
homeland o Turkey (Constantinople), at first. After spending that high amount of their
money, they are reaching to the coastal cities of Minor Asia, planning to pass
themselves to the Aegean islands, like Samos, using smalls sea vessels.'® Before they
reach the islands they destroy the sea vessels to throw themselves into the sea. So the
Hellenic coastguard, is obligated according to SAR-(International law) to save their
lives. Following this process many of these people are drowning, but this is the only
way to get the asylum and claim a better future.!” Many people are used like products,
by mafia organizations, just to pursue money. Any meaning of human right is not
existent and these people’s lives aren’t taken care of by nobody. Furthermore, some
of the refugees, are used as an intermediate between mafia and society, promoting
drugs. Greek police arrests many of these individuals but they manage to renew

their members ensuring mafia’s resilience against the local authorities.'®

Moreover, many women from Africa instead of pursuing a better life, are led to

prostitution either in Samos or in any Greek or European towns and cities."”

Another remarkable issue is that many refugees are setting fires, when they arrive, in

order to be located by the local authorities, threatening in this way the islands forest
security.

But the highest matter, is that the Greek national sovereignty faces violations
everyday, because mafia’s coups are taking advantage of SAR law, provoking

strikings to the Greek security system.?’
Concluding Remarks

The diverse matter of refugees,regarding its humanitarian aspect, causes many
security issues to the host state. It is remarkable that inside the refugees camp there
many different agencies running their processes, which depicts the phenomenon’s

diversity. There are NGO (like, MSF- Euro relief, Metadrasi), International



organizations like UN agency, European security organizations, like Europol (EU-
Police) and Frontex (EU-Coastguard). All of these agencies are cooperating with the
National Agencies (Greek police, Greek intelligence agency of the camp, security

agency, ext).?!

In the context of the realistic school of international relations and security studies the
issue of refugees flows create several security concerns to both the island Samos and
Greece in general. The situation creates opportunities for the Turkish intelligence
agency (and not only) and may lead to multiple threats upon the Greek borders and

sovereignty.
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