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“Coronavirus” has entered our vocabulary with a passion and the devastating power of a galactic big 
bang. As we speak, the impact of the pandemic upends government policies, international and 
domestic economic relations, defense and world health policies, public confidence in those who rule, 
and the established state itself. 
 

Inevitably, the “post-pandemic” world will be changed to its core. Any recognized “balance of power” 
will deteriorate fast and, if it survives, it will be unrecognizable vis-a-vis the pre-pandemic universe. 

The global players, beginning with the United States and China, face the extreme test of pivoting “at 

speed” to maintain their influence and expand their alliances at the expense of lesser actors.  
 
The European Union, already in the middle of an existential crisis, stands to suffer devastating jolts.  
 
With the pandemic defeating political propaganda, Europeanist public relations theatrics, and empty 

declarations of “unity” and “togetherness,” Brussels, and its de facto imperial controller, Germany, 

face an impasse: an already creaking EU economy, the absolute refusal of the “haves” to contemplate 

emergency measures to defend the “have nots” from collapse; the stubborn fixation of the Eurocrat 
elite upon transforming independent nations into obedient clients of the German-dominated EU 

“unity;” and burgeoning anti-EU hostility of several members over the illegal immigration crisis and 

EU efforts to browbeat all into “accepting” and “integrating” unassimilable throngs of undocumented 
Third World hordes. 
 
Russia, although already barricaded behind secure borders, is hardly immune to the pandemic impact.  
 
The wobbly European economy threatens Russian natural gas revenues which form a strategic core 
of Russian economic wellbeing. Moscow, despite its constant political-military mobility and 
interference in “hot spots” like the Middle East, is still unsure about an international strategic 
environment full of imponderables. 
 
With fear and confusion overtaking the world, the one firm conclusion so far is that the “next day” 
will dawn upon radical power realignments and remodeled “spheres of influence.” Presently, the fear 
and loathing generated by the pandemic has saturated the universe with wildly differing “estimates” 
attempting to predict the shape and strategic reach of the New World Order.  
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Let us then attempt to take a broad view of the possible shape of the post-pandemic world. 
 
1. The United States and China coexist in a precarious tussle over international economic relations 

and the building of strategic defenses. China’s “rehabilitation” by the Nixon-Kissinger duo in the 
1970s has had outcomes that the Americans could have hardly foreseen. China’s spectacular 
transformation – economic, social, defense, and global reach –was attained by a rigid Maoist 
communist party deftly exploiting the capitalist game to cement its permanent dictatorial power 
over Chinese society and quickly develop worldwide dominance expectations. Today’s Chinese 
communists enjoy all the perks of Western lifestyles while maintaining a vast system of brutal 
oppression that safeguards communist political dominance. With hundreds of millions of Chinese 
graduating from abject poverty to the status of Western-style spenders, it is difficult to discern 
how genuine Western liberal democracy advocates can survive in Xi Jinping’s communist 
consumerist “paradise.” 

2.  The United States, once the undisputed world superpower, is being severely tested by the 
idiosyncrasies of tweeting President Trump, the near collapse of the two-party system amidst bitter 
quarrels between liberals and conservatives, the widening gap between haves and have nots, the 
ugly deterioration of race relations, social and moral near bankruptcy, an education and illegal 
immigration crisis, and an economy with strategic shortcomings that do not cultivate confidence 
for the long run. 

3. In Europe, Germany is boxed in. With its purely export economy receiving body blows, with 
burgeoning political agitation that has devastated the country’s traditional “decent” democratic 
forces, and with the rise of nationalistic political parties with thinly-veiled National Socialist 
leanings, Germany must urgently strike alliances that can “even out” her deteriorating imperial EU 
dominance.  

4. Putin’s Russia, meantime, now consumerist and “democratic,” is secured by an improved and 
“civilized” labyrinth of state protection secret police agencies. But she does have her own 
weaknesses too, which could avalanche in unwanted ways. Thus, Putin remains extremely careful 
to cultivate Russia’s internal balances and project himself as a global man of peace, a mediator, 
who nevertheless uses brute military force to promote “stability.” His complex bloody play in 
Syria has provided us with ample evidence of how today’s Russia labors to be a superpower. 

 
Could these cataclysmic shifts cause schemata that would defeat all traditional “conventional 
wisdom?”  
 
There is little doubt that the potential of surprises has grown exponentially since the beginning of the 
pandemic. One such possible schema could develop as follows: 
 
1. Germany puts all her energy in mobilizing her northern allies into a laager “mini” EU. Unsavory 

World War II alliances revive and the underdeveloped southerners discover they need to become 
“service areas” for Belin’s benefit. Greece, already a holding pen for tens of thousands of 
undocumented aliens trying to obtain asylum, becomes the de facto illegals detention facility of 
the German sphere. Germany also cultivates closer ties with Russia in a repeat of the 1920s and 
30s formula.  

2. A rapidly withering NATO remains a largely administrative “obstacle” in this reshaping of Europe 
but it becomes irrelevant as US strategic interests shift away from the old post-WWII Atlanticism 
model. Former Warsaw Pact members, always suspicious of Russia, are now reassured by the 
developing Berlin-Moscow partnership.  
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3. China, already penetrating Europe, seeks and develops a detente with Germany and, by extension, 
augments its understanding with Russia. Rogue countries like Turkey and Iran, effectively 
bankrupt and faced with insurmountable domestic crises, hasten to hang on Russia’s tail. 

4. The United States continues her hide-and-seek with China. Burgeoning Chinese military presence 
in the Pacific becomes America’s next strategic threat. But the two countries continue to pursue a 
semblance of workable relations because of Clinton’s “globalization” legacy that has keenly 
undermined the US economy in the longer term—and the trauma is now visible thanks to the 
pandemic. 

5. The rest of the world watches and tries to adjust as best as it can. 
6. The pessimists never stop to warn of the possibility of a China-US nuclear confrontation, with 

North Korea playing a secondary, but dangerous, game of chicken with America.  


