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Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan said on November 

27, 2020, that the Iran-backed Houthi militia is behind hundreds of attacks 

with ballistic missiles and drones on oil infrastructure and other civilian 

targets in the kingdom. The announcement came days after a Houthi 

missile attack on Saudi oil facilities in Jeddah, the third attack against the 

Saudi oil industry in the last month.1 

The missile attack on Saudi oil facilities in Jeddah  

A missile launched by Iran-backed Houthis in Yemen caused on November 

23, 2020, a fire at a petroleum products distribution station in Saudi 

coastal city of Jeddah. The fire was extinguished and there were no 

injuries or casualties due to the attack.2   The missile hit the oil tank from 

the top and caused major damage to the tanks' roof, with a hole around 

2 meters square. 3 

An official from the Saudi Aramco oil company described the site as a 

"critical facility" which distributes more than 120,000 barrels of products 

per day domestically to Jeddah, the holy city of Makkah and the al-Baha 

region. He added that customers were unaffected by the missile attack. 4                       

Houthi rebels claimed to successfully hit an Aramco oil distribution 

station in Jeddah using an Iran-made missile, according to a statement by 

the group.   "Artillery forces struck an Aramco distribution center using a 

winged Quds 2 missile, which had been deployed successfully in as-of-yet 

unannounced operations deep within Saudi territory", Yahya Saree, a 

spokesman for the Iran-aligned group, wrote on Twitter. He described the 
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strike as "extremely precise", prompting ambulances and fire engines to 

"rush" to the site. The spokesman added a satellite image labelled "north 

Jeddah bulk plant-Saudi Aramco" to his post. "We repeat our advice to 

[Saudi] citizens and foreign companies working in Saudi Arabia: Our 

operations are ongoing and you must steer clear of vital installations, 

which are among our intended targets," the Houthi spokesman added.5 

The International Energy Agency (IEA) said that global oil markets 

remained well supplied after the attack on Saudi Arabia’s oil facility.            

The IEA said the attack on the Jeddah oil facility is a “reminder of need to 

remain vigilant for threats to energy security.”6 

The assault came after the kingdom finished hosting its virtual Group of 

20 summit of world leaders and followed a meeting between outgoing 

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 

bin Salman and Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu in the Red Sea 

city of Neom.  

A Houthi official said on November 24, 2020, that the missile the group 

used in its attack on the Aramco facility in Jeddah should have been used 

against Israel. "With regard to the targeting of the city of Jeddah, we 

believe that this missile [of ours] is meant to target Eilat and not Jeddah, 

but since the Saudi aggressors continue their suffocating attacks against 

us in Yemen, we are forced to confront this aggression, in order to force 

Saudi Arabia to stop its attacks against Yemen and to lift its siege on 

Yemen. Otherwise, the development and testing of this missile will 

continue, until we manage to reach deep into Palestinian [territory] and 

target the Zionist entity on the blessed Palestinian land," he said.7 

The Quds - cruise missile 

In June 2019, a cruise missile that the Houthis called the Quds-1 hit Abha 

Airport in the border region of Saudi Arabia.8 In July 2019, the 

Houthis opened a display of their ballistic missile and drone arsenal. One 

of the missiles unveiled at the show was the Quds 1 (Jerusalem 1) which 

the Houthis claimed to have indigenously developed. 

Many observers claimed Iran had simply smuggled the Soumar cruise 

missile to Yemen where the Houthis gave it a new paint job and a new 

name, as they had done before with the Qiam missile.  
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But following the exhibition, it became clear that the Quds-1 is a distinctly 

new design. There are quite a few differences between the Quds 1 and 

the Soumar: the entire booster design, the wing position, the Quds 1’s 

fixed wings, the shape of the nose cone, the shape of the aft fuselage, the 

position of the stabilizers and the shape of the engine cover and exhaust. 

The Quds cruise missile had an engine that looked similar to the TJ100 but 

which could be a copy.9 

The remote-controlled booby-trapped boat attack at Shaqiq port 

On November 25, 2020, the Saudi-led Arab coalition announced that it 

destroyed a remote-controlled booby-trapped boat to thwart a terrorist 

attack targeting a commercial vessel at Shaqiq port in south Saudi Arabia. 

Athens-based TMS Tankers said the Agrari, a Maltese-flagged vessel it 

managed suffered minor damage. The Agrari was struck about one meter 

above the waterline and has suffered a breach but there have been no 

injuries.10 

The United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations said the vessel was 

operating at an oil-fired power plant at Shaqiq port in south Saudi Arabia 

when the explosion took place. 11 

The attack on Aramco oil distribution station in the region of Jizan 

On November 13, 2020, Saudi Arabia said it thwarted an attack by 

Yemen's Iran-backed rebels. Fire broke out near a floating platform of an 

Aramco oil distribution station in the southern Saudi region of Jizan.               

An official source at the Saudi Ministry of Energy said the fire broke out 

as coalition forces intercepted two bomb-laden boats launched remotely 

by Houthi terrorists from Hodeidah, Yemen.12 

Previous attacks on Saudi oil and gas industry 

The attack on Aramco oil facilities in Yanbu 

On February 21, 2020, Houthi rebels launched ballistic missiles against 

Saudi Arabia. The Houthis claimed they targeted Saudi Aramco oil 

facilities in the Red Sea port of Yanbu with twelve drones and three 

rockets.13 
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A Houthi military statement said the group had successfully attacked oil 

giant Saudi Aramco and sensitive targets in the Red Sea port city of Yanbu 

using drones and ballistic missiles. 

The incident came ahead of a gathering of finance ministers and central 

bankers from the Group of 20 major economies in Riyadh. The G20 

meeting continued as scheduled. It was unclear if any of the projectiles 

had been fired towards Riyadh, which has been targeted previously.14 

The terror attack on Saudi oil and gas facilities (September 2019)  

Drone and cruise missiles attacks have caused fires at two major facilities 

run by Saudi Aramco on September 14, 2019. 15 

One of the facilities is located in Abqaiq, near Dammam in the Kingdom's 

Eastern Province. The other facility is located in the Hijrat Khurais oilfield. 

The attack did not result in any injuries or deaths but knocked out half the 

kingdom's oil production. 16 US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo called it 

"one of the largest attacks on the global energy supply in history." 

The Iranian backed Houthis claimed responsibility for the attacks. The 

militia’s military spokesman said on Al Masirah TV that the Houthis had 

deployed 10 drones against the sites in Abqaiq and Khurais, and the militia 

pledged to widen the range of its attacks on Saudi Arabia. 17 After 

investigation, U.S. officials have concluded that the missile and drone 

attacks on Saudi Arabia’s oil industry were launched from Iran, not 

Yemen. 

Saudi Arabia displayed Iranian drones and cruise missiles that it said were 

used in an attack against Aramco facilities. Defense ministry spokesman, 

Col. Turki Al-Maliki, said at a news conference in Riyadh that a total of 25 

drones and missiles were launched at Khurais oil field and Abqaiq 

processing plant.  They included Iranian Delta Wing unmanned aerial 

vehicles (UAV) and “Ya Ali” cruise missiles. The same missiles have been 

used by Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps, he said.18         

The attack on Shaybah natural gas liquefaction plant (August 2019) 

On August 18, 2019, the Houthi rebels launched a drone attack in attempt 

to destroy a Saudi gas plant and oil field near the border with UAE. The 

attack was carried out by 10 armed drones. The attack caused a small fire 
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and state-owned energy company, Saudi Aramco said it controlled the 

limited fire at the gas plant.19  

The attack reflected a significant upgrade in the Houthi operational 

capabilities regarding the distance of the target (about 1000 kilometers) 

and the number of drones that took part in the operation (ten drones). 

A Houthi military spokesman said that the group targeted the Shaybah 

natural gas liquefaction plant and oil field with 10 drones in what he said 

was the "biggest attack in the depths" of the kingdom.20 The Houthis 

claimed that the “massive” attack was also “a warning to the UAE.”21 

The Houthi-run television station, Almasirah, vowed "fiercer and larger 

attacks" against Saudi Arabia should it retaliate. "We promise the Saudi 

regime and the powers of aggression bigger and wider operations if the 

aggression continues," said the Houthi military spokesman, according to 

tweets by Almasirah TV.22 

The attacks on two Saudi oil-pumping stations (May 2019) 

On May 13, 2019, two oil-pumping stations for the East-West pipeline had 

been hit by explosive-laden drones. The drone attack caused a small fire, 

but did not disrupt oil output or exports of crude and petroleum products. 

Yemen’s Houthi-run Masirah TV had cited a military official saying seven 

drones staged attacks on vital Saudi installations.23  

The Aramco pumping station in Saudi Arabia's al-Dawadmi, is located 

around 500 kilometers from the Iraqi border and 800 kilometers from the 

Yemen border.  

After investigation, U.S. officials have concluded that drone attacks on 

Saudi Arabia’s oil industry in May 2019 were launched from Iraq, not 

Yemen.24 

The attack on the Jizan refinery (April 2018) 

On April 11, 2018, the Houthi rebels launched a drone strike on a facility 

belonging to Saudi Aramco in southern Saudi Arabia. Saudi Aramco is 

building a 400,000-barrel-per-day refinery in Jizan, part of a new 

economic city on the Red Sea. The refinery is expected to become fully 

operational in 2019.25  The Houthis’ Al-Masirah TV channel said that: “The 

air force announced the execution of air strikes with the "Qasef-1" aircraft 

on Aramco in Jizan [province].”  
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Summary 

The Iran backed Houthis in Yemen have carried out a spate of cross-

border missile and drone attacks targeting Saudi oil and gas facilities in 

recent months.  

Riyadh has accused Tehran of supplying the Houthis with missiles and 

drones used in the attacks on Saudi Arabia, a charge both Iran and the 

group reject. The Houthis also say they manufacture their own weapons 

system. 

The latest attacks come as the Trump administration is taking measures 

to label the Iran-aligned Houthis as a foreign terrorist group in an effort 

to apply pressure on Iran and its allies before its term ends in January 

2021.26   

The latest attacks at Saudi oil infrastructure communicate several 

messages to the US and its allies: 

Saudi Arabia is in fact vulnerable to attacks and therefore the US and its 

regional allies should reconsider their strategic calculus. 

Since Iran is the main sponsor of the Houthi rebels, any political solution 

in Yemen will be connected to the regional tension between Iran and the 

US and its regional allies including Saudi Arabia and UAE.27 
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