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Editor’s Note 
 
 

Joseph Fitsanakis 
 

Professor, Department of Intelligence and Security Studies, Coastal Carolina University 
 

 

We are pleased to welcome readers to Volume 8, Number 1, of the Journal of European 

and American Intelligence Studies (JEAIS). This issue brings together a compelling range 

of articles that explore intelligence through historical retrospection, contemporary 

analysis, and forward-looking innovation. This issue reflects the breadth of modern 

intelligence studies, spanning global regions, thematic concerns, and methodological 

perspectives. From archival analysis of historical political upheaval to the transformative 

role of artificial intelligence in modern warfare, the pieces in this volume reflect both the 

persistence and evolution of intelligence as a critical function of statecraft and security. 

We open with Nick Miller’s thought-provoking article, “The CIA’s Analysis into Lin 

Biao During the Cultural Revolution and His Coup Against Mao Zedong.” Drawing on 

declassified Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) documents, Miller revisits one of the most 

confounding events of the Cold War: the mysterious death of Lin Biao in 1971. His study 

critiques the CIA’s analytical missteps during a pivotal moment in Chinese history, 

highlighting how institutional bias and a failure to grasp the volatile dynamics of the 

Cultural Revolution led to flawed assessments. This piece serves as both a historical case 

study and a cautionary tale about the dangers of confirmation bias in intelligence analysis. 

In “Intelligence as a Source of Cold Case Homicide Investigation,” Muhammad Aslam 

and our own Christian Kaunert explore the intersection of intelligence and law enforcement. 

They demonstrate how the strategic application of human, retrospective, and open-source 

intelligence can reinvigorate stagnant homicide cases. Their work underscores the power 

of collaborative, multi-agency intelligence sharing in breaking jurisdictional silos and 

enabling justice. This article offers both practical insight and a broader reflection on how 

intelligence disciplines are increasingly integrated into domestic policing and forensic 

inquiry. 

Turning our attention to the Asia-Pacific region, Amparo Pamela Fabe and Tran My Hai 

Loc analyze China’s expanding footprint in the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS). 

Their article, “China’s Increasing Presence in the Greater Mekong Subregion: Current 

Status and Impact,” provides a timely examination of how economic instruments like 

the Belt and Road Initiative and Lancang-Mekong Cooperation are reshaping regional 

geopolitics. The authors argue that China’s flexible and opaque strategy in the GMS 

raises concerns over sovereignty, water security, and debt dependency. This study adds 
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depth to our understanding of China’s non-military tools of influence and the growing 

relevance of economic intelligence. 

Eleni Kapsokoli’s comparative analysis, “Connecting the Dots of Terror: From the 

Mumbai to the Paris Attacks,” investigates how transnational terrorist organizations 

innovate their tactics across time and geography. Kapsokoli draws structural and 

operational parallels between the 2008 Mumbai siege and the 2015 Paris attacks, 

illustrating how technologies have transformed coordination, propaganda, and logistics 

in modern terrorism. Her analysis highlights the evolving threat landscape and the need 

for intelligence services to anticipate not just who might attack, but how such attacks 

might unfold. 

Latin America takes the spotlight in Daniela Cobo Gonzalez’s comprehensive study, 

“Ecuador’s Security Dilemma: Bridging Socio-Economic Disparities, Combatting 

Organized Crime, and Empowering Communities.” Her article explores how Ecuador’s 

internal fragilities—economic inequality, institutional weakness, and community 

marginalization—interact with external pressures from transnational criminal networks. 

Gonzalez challenges the reader to look beyond state-centric solutions, emphasizing the 

importance of grassroots resilience and public trust in countering organized crime. Her 

work offers a nuanced understanding of intelligence as both a top-down and bottom-up 

enterprise. 

We conclude this issue with Darshan Gajjar’s forward-looking article, “Disruptive 

Military Technologies and the Changing Spectrum of Intelligence.” Gajjar maps the 

transformative impact of technologies like AI, drones, and quantum computing on 

military intelligence structures and command-and-control models. Referencing recent 

tensions in the Middle East, his analysis demonstrates how technical intelligence must 

be integrated with human expertise to remain effective in increasingly complex conflict 

environments. This article underscores the growing importance of technological literacy 

among intelligence professionals and offers a framework for thinking about future 

capabilities. 

Collectively, these articles reveal the expanding domains and enduring complexities of 

intelligence work. Whether dissecting the missteps of past agencies or evaluating the 

shifting terrain of cyber, military, and criminal threats today, our contributors offer 

valuable insights that advance both scholarship and practice. 

We thank our authors for their timely and thought-provoking contributions and invite 

our readers to engage with the analyses that follow. As the challenges facing intelligence 

professionals continue to evolve, JEAIS remains committed to publishing rigorous, 

interdisciplinary research that informs and inspires.  
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NEW BOOKS 
 

Recommended by the Research Institute for European and American Studies – RIEAS   
 

   

First Class Comrades: The Stasi in the Cold War, 1945-

1961, by J. Boulter, Oldcastle Books, 2025. 

 
The early Cold War saw the Stasi establish itself as one of 
the world's most notorious spy and secret police agencies. 
Drawing on rarely seen files from the Stasi archives, First 
Class Comrades tells the Stasi story from a fresh perspective: 
how it helped to create a new European state, how its 
foreign intelligence service became one of the most 
successful ever, and how its spy-catchers tackled vigorous 
attempts by the West to infiltrate East Germany—attempts 
that influenced the decision to build the Berlin Wall. Full of 
new insights on Cold War espionage, and featuring newly 
discovered details of the Stasi's operational methods, First 
Class Comrades shines a light on this lesser-known period of 
Stasi history, and why its stories and lessons still matter 
today. J. Boulter’s book is a masterpiece for intelligence 
history scholars. First Class Comrades provides an insightful 

reading that helps the reader understand how the Eastern German intelligence service 
conceived its operations and how it fulfilled them. 

 
 

   

Israeli National Intelligence Culture 

Problem-Solving, Exceptionalism, and Pragmatism, by 

Itai Shapira, Routledge, 2025. 

 
Written by a former senior intelligence officer, this book is 
the first study dedicated to Israeli intelligence culture and 
the way it reflects Israeli strategic culture. Relying on more 
than 30 elite interviews with acting and former Israeli 
practitioners, the book highlights the Israeli aversion to 
intelligence theory and scientific methods, as well as to the 
structured management of the intelligence system at the 
national level. It describes the intelligence system's emphasis 
on contrarian thinking and moral courage as the foundations 
of intelligence professionalism, and the growing inclination 
of Israeli intelligence toward action and influence. Itai 
Shapira’s book, Israeli National Intelligence Culture- Problem-
Solving, Exceptionalism and Pragmatism, is an outstanding 
masterpiece for intelligence studies. Shapira’s analysis and 

critical thinking will assist security and intelligence professionals to comprehend the Israeli 
intelligence environment.  
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CALL FOR PAPERS 
 

The Journal of European and American Intelligence Studies (JEAIS) is seeking papers focusing on the 
field of intelligence and related areas of study and practice, such as terrorism and counter-
terrorism, domestic and international security, geopolitics, and international relations. The 
papers should contain or examine original research on the broader European and American 
practice and study of intelligence, but also highlight intelligence themes from other regions of 
the world, to include Africa and Asia, as well as Oceania. Submissions will undergo rigorous 
and highly selective screening, as well as an exhaustive review process. Particular attention will 
paid by the editors to papers that discuss and challenge established or emerging ideas, address 
existent knowledge gaps by advancing new knowledge on intelligence-related topics, and 
examine intelligence scholarship beyond traditional communities of research. 

 

Relevant Topics Include: 
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intelligence ▪ counterintelligence ▪ intelligence and sub-state violence ▪ intelligence, race, and 
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Abstracts of up to 250 words may be submitted to: 
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Deadline for Abstract Submissions: Monday February 16, 2026 
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Instructions for Authors 

 

• Submitted manuscripts must be maximum 8,000 words, excluding a 250-word abstract 
(required) and any footnotes, as well as references. Manuscripts that exceed the word limit 
will be automatically rejected and returned to their authors. 
 

• Manuscripts will be accepted for submission and evaluation with the understanding that their 
content is unpublished, original work by their authors, and have not been submitted for 
publication elsewhere. 
 

• All accepted manuscripts and artwork become the property of the publisher, which is the 
Research Institute for European and American Studies (RIEAS). 
 

• The entirety of manuscripts, including title page, abstracts, tables, legends, and references, 
should be typewritten and submitted in a Word-type file. No portable document format (PDF) 
documents will be accepted. 
 

• Submissions should be 1.5-spaced and use Times New Roman size 12 as their standard font.  
 

• All margins should be at least one inch in length, and all pages should be numbered 
consecutively throughout the manuscript. 
 

• Titles must be as brief and clear as possible. On the title page, please include full names of 
authors, their academic and/or other professional affiliations, their contact information 
(including email accounts) and their complete mailing address for correspondence. 
 

• All references should be numbered consecutively and listed as footnotes at the end of every 
page. In the text, references should be cited by a superior character of the corresponding 
number. 
 

• For further information on writing style, consult The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition. 
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